
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
National Competition Shows that Math Smarts are Alive and Well  
in America 
Publication Date: 4/30/2012 

We hear a lot about America’s educational deficit in 
science, technology, engineering and math (the STEM 
disciplines), and it’s easy to come away thinking that the 
news is perpetually bad. 

Not so. 

The U.S. is home to many of the brightest students, and the 
annual Moody’s Mega Math (M3) Challeng  evidences this 
fact in spades. 
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Each year, The Moody’s Foundation in partnership with The 
Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) 
offers thousands of high school students an opportunity 
to compete for scholarship prizes totaling $115,000. 

To win, students must address a crucial challenge facing 
the nation and develop a mathematics-based solution that meets the rigorous criteria of 107 Ph.D.-level applied 
mathematicians serving as judges. Teams comprised of five students each compete through three stages of judging, until 
the top five teams face off in New York City for the grand prize. 

This year’s problem, entitled “All Aboard: Can High Speed Rail Get Back on Track?”, required participants to create a 
mathematical model to determine the best regions in the country for establishing rail lines as part of a revived High-
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Program. 

Michelle Montgomery, Project Director of the M3 Challenge, says that not only has the competition been successful in 
helping to promote STEM education, but it has provided students with a new perspective on the value of math. “We’re 
making incredible inroads,” Montgomery added. “The kids often say they really didn’t know that they could use math to 
solve problems like this. It’s extremely gratifying.” 

The 2012 winning team (shown in the photo) came from High Technology High School in Lincroft, New Jersey. The five 
team members, who beat out nearly 5,000 other students, will split $20,000 in scholarships, and will also be offered 
prestigious summer internships at The Moody’s Corporation. 

The M3 Challenge, now in its seventh year, is serving an important role in both helping to develop the abilities of STEM-
minded high school students, and emphasizing the efforts of teachers who invest themselves in cultivating America’s 
next generation of problem solvers.  Applause to Moody’s, SIAM, teachers and students for shining a bright light on what 
the U.S. has to offer in the years ahead. 

 

M3 Challenge 2012 Champions: From L-R: Stephen Guo, Vineel 
Chakradhar, Daniel Takash, Angela Zhou, and Kevin Zhou with 
Teacher-coach Ellen LeBlanc - from High Technology High School, 
Lincroft, NJ 

http://m3challenge.siam.org/about/archives/2012/winning.php�
http://www.moodys.com/Pages/atc.aspx�
http://www.forbes.com/companies/moodys/�


 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and 
analysis that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is 
the parent company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt 
instruments and securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and 
research for credit and economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported 
revenue of $2.3 billion in 2011, employs approximately 6,100 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 
28 countries. Further information is available at www.moodys.com. 
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